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BRIEF ACCOUNT 


Some Reaſons, Camongſt many that might be given) why thoſe People called 
Q# AKERS, cannot do ſome things on the one hand, andforbear doing of ſome things on the other hand, for which they have 
ſuffered, and do ſtill ſuffer ſo much violence from the People, and ſuch ſore Perſecution from the Teachers and Magiſtrates of 
theſe Nations, whereby it may appear toall who are willing to take any fair conſideration of their Cauſe, that their Suffer- 
ings are for Righteouſneſs ſake, becauſe of the integrity of their hearts towards God, and "vþ of 
any juſt ground of Offence towards Man, 


This Account was drawn wp thus brief, for their ſakes who want either time, or patience t9 conſider of it more at large, and Anſwers to the Heads of theis * 
 Sufferings, in a particular Declaration to theP ARLIAMENT: 


Reaſon, Becauſe we are moved of the Lord fo Þ doz We are his, and where he bids us witneſs for him, and againſt 
deceiyers and their deceit, we muſt do itz wo unious(from the Lord) it we doit nor, If any man do any ſuch thing 
in his own will, we witneſs againſt him, and the Lord will recyire it of him, Now this is no more then the Apoſiles and ſervants 


of the Lord have done, as it 1s recorded in Scripture, 


2. Why we cunnot pay Tythes, =. 
Reaſ. Becauſe Tythes wasnot a maintenance appointed byChriſt for his Miniſters, but was ſet up by the Pope (as the main- 


tenance of his Miniſters) fince the dayes of the Apoſtles z and this maintenance by rythes, W:c&l;ff and others bore a teſtimony 
againſt, and divers of the Martyrs in Queen Xary's dayes ſuffered for, as by the Articles charged againſt them, and the teſtimo- 


ny that they held forth, may appear. 
3. Why we meet together on the firſt dayes, and at other times, | f 
Ref. Becauſe we find the Lord drawing of us, and his preſeice among us in our Meetings , and receive refreſhings to our ſouls 


thereby, 


4. Why we cannot ſwear. | - : 'N 
Rea, Becauſe Chriſt our Lord (who is greater then 2oſes who gave the Law about ſwearing * 7 z Sweat not as all; and 


his Apoſtle (who abode in his Do&rine) ſaith, Above all th:ngs,my brethren, ſwear not,nettber by Heaugn, neither by the Earth, neitber 
by anyother Oath, Now mark thedrift of Chriſt, which is not onely to forbid profane and unlawtutOaths, / for if that were all, 
Chriſt had ſpoken nothing turther nor fuller then Xoſes had done, which is contrary toall che inſtances of the like kinde, where- 
he ſtraitens all that had been ſaid by Moſes of old time) but all ſwearing without exceprion,as may further appear by the inſtance 
immediately foregoing, in the caſe of Divorce, where he expreſleth an exception in theſe words, Saving for the cauſe of Fornication: 
But here is noexception added by Chriſt; and the putting in of an exception by mans wiſdom, deſtroyerh Chriſts words, making 
his command no ſtraiter then the Law of 2oſes, which forbad all profane and unlawful iwearing, Levit.,1g9,12, 
5. Why we cannot put off our hats to men, 
Reaſ. Becauſe it lifts up that in man which God will deſtroy;it is ſutable to that nature which is of the earth, 8 feeds itz it is 
pleafingrothefleſh; and that whichis an enemy to the fleſh, cannot give it that which feeds and pleaſeth ir; ifwe fhould pleaſe 
-Men, we could not be the ſervantsof Chrift;This is the trac ground whereupon we canuor do it, and nor in contetnpt to Authori- 
ty, or any mans perſon, Neither can we reſpe& mens perlons, for in ſo doing we ſhould commir fin, as ſaith the Apoſile;zand 
ler men conſider what it 1s in them that cannot bear with it, tt being done in fimpliciry of heart upon this account, 


i: W Hy we go into Meeting-places, or Markets, or otherbbere, to teſtifie to the Truth , and againſt Decett, 


6. VVhy we cannot juitly be looked upon as V, y_ or fturdy Beggars, 


Reaſ. Becauſe we beg not, nor paſs up and down in any idle way, but cicher about our civil imployments and occaſions, or about 
the work of our God, nor are any way burthenſom to the Natton: If to be from our dwellings about the work of our God , be 
accountcd rhe breach of a Law,wauld not the ſame Law have taken hold of the Prophets, Chriſt and his Apoſtles, if it had been 


in their dayes > F 
7. V/by we tiſit friends tn priſon. 
Reaſ: Becauſe they being impriſoned for their obedience to Chriir, what we do to them, we do tohim z and weare afraid leſt he 
-ſhould ſay ro us at the great day 1 was ſick and in priſon,and ye Viſited me not, Now they that are ſofar from doing this themſelves, 
thar they puniſh others for doing it, when God ſhall call them to account, what will they anlwer 


| 8, VVuywe cannot contribute towards the repatring of Steeplehouſes, or pay Clarks wages, 
Reaſ., Becauſe they are places which wereereced for Popiſh and Idolatrous Worſhip, & where a Worſhip not differing in irs 


nature and ground, (bur onely in form)is continued at this day,and the root from whence all this Idolatry grew , is not ſo much as 
diſcovered,much lefs purged our of theſe Dominions by them who formerly declared againſt ic ih words, Now as we wall anſwer it 
to God, we are to give no countenance or furtherance to Idolatry.And for Clarks,they were Officers invented by the falſe Church 
(fince the Apoſtacy) never appointed by Chriſt in his Church, &ſuch we dare not help to maintain, Was it not ſolemnly cove- 
nanted with the Lord againſt ſuperſtition,andfor the plucking up of Epiſcopacy root and branch? And muſt not thoſe that are faith- 
ful to the Lord, perform their Covenant though to their hurt > 


Now any man that ſhall in the fear of the Lord read this, may ſee that theſe things bear a weight upon our hearts;and what we 
do herein,we do for conſcience ſake in obedience ro the Lord, & not out of tubbornneſs or rebellion, as by ſome we are charged ) 
nor out of any delightthar we have to diſturb or diſquier others,but fingly to the Lord, that we may ftand clear in his ſight; we 
know whom we obey therein, and are ſure we do that which is pleaſing to him, Theretore let men take heed how they perſecute 
us leſt they be found fighters againſt him who will be too ſtrong for them; for theſe many ages ſince the dayes of the {tles, 
deceithath got up, Antichriſt hath ſate in the Templezthe rrueW orſhippers have been impriſoned and martyred ; TheLFrd will 

avenge the ſufferings and blood ot his Saints, and in due time wil plead their cauſe againſt the Oppreſſors, on whom his = will 
then fall heavy, and the Rocks and the-Mountains ſhall not be able to hide them from the preſence of the Lamb ; andhat day 
who wil be able to abide? though now men put ir tar from them. 
| | THE END: : 


